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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EXIMBANK FINANCING FOR SUDANESE RAILWAY 
LOCOMOTIVES 

1 . GENERAL ELECTRIC HAS REQUESTED AN EXIMBANK PRELIMINARY 
COMMITMENT TO ASSIST IN FINANCING U.S. COSTS OF APPROXIMATELY 
DOLS 13 MILLION FOR 20 MAINLINE DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES. 
EMBASSY WILL RECALL THAT EXIM HAD AGREED TO FINANCE THE SALE 
OF 20 LOCOMOTIVES IN LATE 1973, BUT CREDIT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
CANCELLED IN AUGUST 1974. THE ONLY INFORMATION WHICH EXIM 
HAS ON SUDAN RAILWAYS DATES FROM EARLY 1974. EXIM WILL 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY EFFORTS TO OBTAIN CURRENT INFORMATION 
INCLUDING ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT AND OTHER RELATIVES INFOR- 
MATION ON THE STATUS OF SUDAN RAILWAYS. 

2. IN ALL LIKELIHOOD EXIM FINANCING WOULD REQUIRE GUARANTEE 

OF A NON-SUDANESE GUARANTOR. GE, IN ITS PRELIMINARY APPLICATION, 
STATES THAT SUDAN RAILWAYS IS AWARE OF THE PROBABLE REQUIREMENT 
AND WILL BE PREPARED TO OFFER SAME. REQUEST EMBASSY COMMENT ON 
IDENTIFICATION OF POSSIBLE OR LIKELY GUARANTOR. ROBINSON 
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